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EDITORIAL 


Announcement 





It is with great joy, satisfaction and thankfulness 
to God that we announce that Rev. Wade C. Smith 
is joining the office staff of this Journal and taking 
up residence in Weaverville to share his multiplied 
talents with us as we try to make this paper an 
ever increasing influence for good in the work of 


God’s Kingdom. 


Mr. Smith, the famous author of the “Little 
Jetts,” brings to this office a wide experience in 
journalism and in the work of our church. For 
some years he was Editor of The Missionary Survey 
and Onward during which time he taught personal 
evangelism at the Assembly’s Training School. In 
1920 he was general manager of the Stewardship 
Campaign and he has held pastorates in Greensboro, 
Avon Park, Fla., Jacksonville, N. C., Augusta, Ga., 
and for the past five years has been pastor of the 
Community Church at Fontana Dam, N. C. 


Mr. Smith is an author of note, his writings in- 
cluding, “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories,” 
“Say Fellows,” “On The Mark,” “Get Set,” “The 
Testament for Fishers of Men,” “New Testament 
Evangelism,” etc., etc. He is currently a lesson 
writer for The Sunday School Times. 


Mr. Smith and his daughter, Miss Elisabeth, 
are now living in Weaverville. 


As Mr. Smith takes up this new work, a direct 
answer to our prayers we feel, we would bespeak 
for him and for all of us who share in this work 
your earnest prayers. This JouRNAL is published 
for but one purpose, that God may be glorified, His 
Word honored and His Kingdom advanced. You 


Never in the history 


“Where Is ‘L.N.B.?” 


“Where, Oh Where, is ‘L.N.B.’?” 
Where, Oh Where, is he? 

Was his tale cut short 
Or were his ears pinned back— 


We ask you, ‘H.B.D.’? 


From far and near has come the word— 
“We look in vain to see— 
For many weeks there’s nothing signed 


By our old friend, ‘L.N.B.’ ” 


“Is he sick, or gone away 
And on some fair shore basking— 
Or from the fold has he gone astray? 
Please pardon us for asking.” 


* * *® & © & * 


Perish the thought that he is sick 
Or from the fold is straying 

Can you not read between the lines 
And know what he is saying? 


For week by week, without a fail 
He does his usual writing 

Despite the fact that day by day 
His practice he’s not slighting. 


If you have failed to spot him 
And ask, ‘““Where’s ‘L.N.B.’?” 

He’s just hiding—he hopes with grace 
Behind anonymity. 





Strength In 
Quietness 











of man has life been more 





can make this ministry real and effective if you join 
with us in praying for God’s guidance and wisdom 
to be poured out upon all of us. In that way only 
can we hope to fulfil His will. —H.B.D. 
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complex, nor have men and women lived under 
such sustained pressures, with diverting problems 
and activities a part of the average daily life, such 
as is our lot today. 
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This is not a plea for a return to the “good old 
days,’ nor is it a failure to recognize the multi- 
plied opportunities for good which are inherent as 
we live in a time of great activity and great need. 


But we are pleading for recognition that the fast 
race of life in 1953 has a great tendency to distort 
one’s perspective and to crowd out of life a sense 
of essential values. At the present time science has 
developed giant rotating chambers in which men are 
tested for the strains and stresses, both physical and 
mental, which are a part of supersonic flight and of 
projected inter-planetary excursions. The men tak- 
ing these tests find themselves with normal faculties 
beclouded and after undergoing these experiments 
require a period of rest and reorientation. 


As the pressures of modern living tend to distort 
values and to disorient us all, how we do need, how 
we must have, regular periods of quiet with God, 
resting in His holy presence and refreshing and 
adjusting our soul’s outlook through prayer and 
the study of His Word! 


One of the constant temptations of Satan is to 
make a man feel that he is so busy he has no time 
for the things of the spirit; and how many of us fall 
for this foolish lie. Rather we need to realize that 
when we are too busy for regular quiet times with 
our Maker—then we are too busy, period. 


The man who hastens on his knees; the man who 
searches for the directions to be found only in God’s 
Word; the man who turns to the counsel and the 
leading of the Holy Spirit—that man alone is pre- 
pared for the stress of life in our times. God has 
commanded, “Be still, and know that I am God.” 


It takes grace to be still at such a time as this, but 
He will give us the grace to be still, to readjust our 
thinking, to regain our perspective and to go out 
into life with the power such a spiritual exercise 
alone produces. 


“For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of 
Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in 
quietness and in confidence shall be your strength:” 





Are You Afraid 
To LookP 


“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me 
and know my thoughts: and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting.” 





The degree of Christian service one may render 
depends on the emptying and cleansing of our hearts 
and lives and their infilling with God’s Holy Spirit. 


Are we willing to pray the prayer of the Psalm- 
ist? Are we willing to look with Him down into 
the deepest recesses of our beings and recognize 
and admit the sins which lie hidden there? Here 
there is no room for foolish comparisons with others, 
no room for pointing a critical finger at fellow 
Christians, for when we are willing to make this 
prayer we are standing on the verge of humiliating 
personal experiences but experiences which can lead 
us into a glorious new life of spiritual power and 
effectiveness. 


This is a humiliating experience because when 
we see our own hearts in the light of God’s holiness 
we see there the things we have been ignoring or 
trying to hide—pride, impurity, dishonesty, wilful- 
ness, lovelessness, gratifications of the flesh and all 
the other multiplied evidences of our sinful natures. 


But, when we recognize these sins, confess them 
and turn from them, trusting in the cleansing and 
redeeming power of our loving Saviour we stand on 
the verge of a joy and power in His service which 
we have never known before and which can be 
known in no other way. 


Are you afraid to look? 


“We Beheld 
His Glory” 


John testifies that when the Word was made 
flesh and tabernacled among us, we—His disciples 
—beheld His glory. At the first miracle, he says 
that Jesus manifested forth His glory and His disci- 
ples believed on Him. At the close of the Gospel, 
the writer tells us that he has written these things 
that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God and that believing we might have life 
in His Name. Moreover, there are many other 
references to the glory of Christ throughout the 
Fourth Gospel, e. g. 7:39; 11:40; 12:23, 41; 
13:31-32; 14:13; 17:3-4, 22, 24. It is true that 
Jesus seeks not His own glory but the glory of the 
Father; but conversely there is one that seeks His 
glory—“‘it is My Father who glorifies me,” 8 :40, 50, 
54. Yea, the Father is glorified in the Son, 13:32; 
17:1. Hence he that honoureth not the Son, honour- 


eth not the Father, 5:23. 


On the other hand, perhaps there is even more 
in the Fourth Gospel than in any of the other three 
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about the opposition to Jesus. He is hated, 7:7; 
16:18; described as having a devil, 8:48; called a 
blasphemer, 10:31-33; and his life repeatedly 
sought, 5:18; 8:40; 10:31-33. The reason that men 
oppose Him is that they love darkness rather than 
light, for their deeds are evil, 3:19. He has come 
as the light of the world, 3:19; 9:5; 12:35, 46. 
Though He had done so many miracles they be- 
lieved not on Him, for as Isaiah said, “He hath 
blinded their eyes,” 12:40—they loved the praise of 
men more than the praise of God, 12:43. In the 
sixth of John, vss. 37, 44-45, 65 Jesus repeatedly 
says that they could not come unto Him except it 
be given them of the Father, except He teach them, 
and draw them. In the third chapter He tells Nico- 
demus that a man cannot see the things of the king- 
dom except he be born of the Spirit. Only thus can 
one believe in God’s only-begotten Son. 


Thus the Fourth Gospel accords with what we 
have found in the First Gospel, namely, that Peter 
believes because the Glory of Jesus as the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God has been revealed unto 
him—not by flesh and blood—but by the Father. 
Further, wherever Jesus preached it pleased the 
Father to hide the glory of the Son from the wise 
and prudent, and to reveal Him unto babes, Mt. 
11:25-30. His invitation is: “Come unto Me, all 
ye.” Those who come as confessing disciples, or as 
worshipping, petitioning suppliants are the babes 
in Christ, to whom the Father has begun to reveal 
the glory of the Son. 


Accordingly, one ought not to force the alterna- 
tive: either these disciples and suppliants saw in 
Jesus a mere man, or else these babes in Christ ac- 
cepted the dogma of the Trinity as that was formu- 
lated in the Fourth century, A. D. And if the RSV 
is to use Thou for God and you for man, it seems 
to us, that they ought to distinguish in the Fourth 
as in the other Gospels, between the words of the 
opponents and the address to Jesus of these babes 
in Christ by placing on the lips of the latter, Thou, 
Thee, and Thine. 


Accordingly, we hold that the address to Jesus 
by Peter after the resurrection (after Thomas’ con- 
fession: “My Lord and my God’’) and at Peter’s 
own restoration, John 21:15-17, ought to be Thou, 
not you; and that the same terminology ought to 
be used of the confession of Nathaniel, 2:49, of 
Peter 6:68-69, and of Martha, 11:27. Martha did 
not have the intellectual grasp of an Athanasius or 
an Augustine, but she believed that if Jesus had 
been there her brother had not died, and that at His 
request the dead brother would rise. In the face of 
Jesus’ affirmation, “I am the Resurrection and the 
Life,” she confessed: “I believe that Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God—He that should come into 
the world.” John records these testimonies that we 
may believe. If they be obscured, how shall those 
who come after us believe? —W.C.R. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Without A Shadow 
Of Doubt 


Salvation is God's gift to all who believe in Jesus 
Christ with saving faith. To believe with saving 
faith is to receive Him and rest upon Him alone for 
salvation. “As many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His name” (John 1:12). “By grace 
are ye saved, through faith; and that not of your- 
selves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). The Word of God 
lceves no room for doubt concerning salvation; that 
it is a gift, made possible through Jesus Christ, who 
upon the Cross of Calvary purchased our pardon 
with His own blood. All who believe in Jesus Christ 
with saving faith may have the assurance of eternal 
life, “which God, who cannot lie, promised before the 
world began” (Titus 1:2). 


For all who in faith receive God's gift of life eter- 
nal, “and this is the record, that God has given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son” (I John 5:11), 
two things are definitely established. One is a rela- 
tionship; the other is a fellowship. A proper under- 
standing of these two things will serve to give 
strength and stability to young Christians (young in 
the faith), and to more established Christians as well. 
Let us give our attention to them, briefly examining 
them in the light of the Word of God. 


First, let us consider the relationship. To those 
who believed on Jesus Christ, to the “little children” 
whose sins were forgiven and others “of like precious 
faith,” John wrote: “Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God . . . Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God” (1 John 3:1-2). Sons of God! Could 
anything be more wonderful? Paul emphasized the 
same truth when he wrote to the Christians at Rome, 
and said: “Ye have not received the spirit of bond- 
age again to fear: but ye have received the spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit 
himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:15- 
17). Our relationship to God, when we believe and 
are born again, is that of children. This relationship 
is eternal. It will never change. The promise of 
everlasting life is the portion of every child of God. 
“These things have I written unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). As that 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and by reason of 
being flesh is temporal, so that which is born of the 
Spirit of God is spirit and by reason of being spirit 


is eternal. 


Now let us consider the fellowship. Being born 
into the family of God, we have access unto Him, 
and are enabled to say with John ,“and truly our fel- 
lowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus 
Christ” (1 John 1:3). We are granted free access 
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to the throne of grace, and there we may say, with- 
out fear of rebuke, “Our Father.” We are to walk 
with Him and talk with Him in a fellowship of love, 
knowing that He has promised to be with us even 
unto the end of the way. However, though the re- 
lationship is eternal, the fellowship may be broken 
We may, by our sin and disobedience to God, grieve 
His holy Spirit and mar the fellowship that we are 
privileged to enjoy with Him. “If we say that we 
have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we 
lie, and do not the truth” (I John 1:6). When 
we sin against God, we offend, and until the wrong 
is righted, the sin confessed, there can be no fellow- 
ship. The loss of fellowship brings loss of joy, loss 
of peace, loss of assurance, and thus our hearts are 
made to doubt the reality of the relationship to God 
as children. When doubt enters with regard to our 
salvation or sonship, the whole structure of our faith 
may seem to totter, and we are cast into miserable 
darkness. Christian, in Bunyan’s Péilgrim’s Progress, 
with his companion Hopeful, wandered from the 
path and ended in the dungeon of Doubting Castle 
ruled by the Giant Despair. Only the key of promise 
could turn the lock and set them free. So when we 
disobey the Lord and our fellowship with Him is 
broken, we end in doubt and despair. But the key 
of promise which will set us free is I John 1:9. “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness." The very moment we confess, God forgives. 
The moment God forgives, the barrier to fellowship 
is removed and we may rejoice in Him. The prod- 
igal son wandered far from his father’s house, but 
he remained a son, and when he returned to confess 
his sin, his father ran to meet him with open arms 
and received him into the family circle once more. 
How much more will our heavenly Father be willing 
to forgive and restore His penitent children! “When 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son” (Romans 5:10). If when we were 
enemies, He provided reconciliation at such a cost, 
can we doubt for a moment that He will be recon- 
ciled to His children who confess and forsake their 
sins? If our Saviour counseled Peter to forgive “seven 
times seventy,” will not He who loved His own unto 
death forgive when we confess? 


Remember this, and be strengthened by it: Hav- 
ing confessed Jesus Christ as our Saviour, we belong 
to God forever, having redemption through His 
blood and life by His Spirit. Nothing can ever sepa- 
rate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Now and forever are we who be- 
lieve the children of God. This is an eternal rela- 
tionship. But if we are to have joy, peace, and as- 
surance, our fellowship must be constantly protected 
and preserved by confessing and forsaking every sin 
the moment we see it to be sin. Unconfessed sin 
will mar our fellowship with God, bringing doubt 
and despair. “If we walk in the light, as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship . . ., and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
(I John 1:7). —H.L.L. 
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Our Church And 
“Labor” 


The writer recently received a questionnaire in 
which one of the questions was, “Is the Southern 
Presbyterian Church adequately presenting the Gos- 
pel to laboring people ?” 


Our reply was an emphatic “No,” and we stated 
three reasons for our reply. These and several other 
observations are worth the serious consideration of 
all who are interested in the out-reach of the wit- 
ness of our own denomination and of the Church 
as a whole. 


It should be said at the beginning that it is un- 
fortunate to consider “Labor” as a separate class 
of society. This has been fostered in recent years 
by labor leaders on the one hand and by political 
leaders on the other. The former, to magnify their 
own leadership and to secure financial advancement 
for men in their organizations. The politicians have 
fostered the same distinction and catered to labor 
organizations in the hope that they might secure a 
great bloc of voters for themselves or their party. 


In an industrialized nation, such as ours, such 
distinctions may be necessary ; certainly they seem in- 
evitable. But, the Church is betraying one of the 
basic truths of Christianity if she predicates the 
Gospel approach on the basis of any man-made 
divisions of society. 


Be that as it may, it is nevertheless true that 
today there is a great group known as “Organized 
Labor.” But, along with this group there is another, 
equally large, which also supports itself by the sweat 
of the brow. Unorganized and less articulate, these 
men and women also help make up the backbone 
and hope of our American culture. 


That it should even be asked whether our church 
is adequately presenting the Gospel to laboring peo- 
ple is a recognition of the fact that we may have 
failed. And, when we have to admit that we are 
not reaching them as we should, it is high time that 
we ask the reason why. 


The first reason we are not reaching those who 
labor is that we are training our ministers away 
from the so-called “laboring class.”” The very process 
of education and advanced study, which is required 
in our present Presbyterian system, trains men so 
far away from people with fewer educational ad- 
vantages that they are often incapable of grasping 
the earthly and mundane problems which are a 
part of the daily life of this great segment of our 
population. Whether we like it or not, people are 
more at home and therefore more responsive to those 
who talk their own language and sense their own 
personal problems. For that reason present-day 
Presbyterianism stands educationally and socially 
on a plane from which it too often is inclined to 
look down its Calvinistic nose with just a tinge of 
complacency and condescension towards those it 
considers less fortunate. 
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That there is an uneasy recognition of this situ- 
ation is evident by the attempts of various theo- 
logical seminaries to include courses on a better 
approach to laboring people, even in some cases to 
the extent of having prospective preachers to join 
unions and work with their own hands for a while. 


Despite the values inherent in such courses and 
experience, we do not believe the Presbyterian 
church will ever make a marked impression on the 
labor movement until she is willing to welcome into 
her ministry men with more limited educational 
advantages, but who have demonstrated their un- 
questioned call to the Gospel ministry by the Holy 
Spirit. As we sense the attitude of most Presbyteries 
today, such a change has little hope of becoming 
generally accepted, and in this attitude of ecclesi- 
astical snobbishness we are doomed to remain a class 
church. 


The other reason we are unable to reach “Labor’”’ 
is that those who claim to be specialists in such 
matters teach that the approach to the laboring 
man is through labor organizations. In this they 
have a willing ally in leaders of the labor move- 
ment who openly try to use the Church as a pressure 
group for their own particular ends. Whenever the 
Church, as such, has tried to approach men on any 
basis other than that of their personal relationship 
with God she has fallen into grievous and diverse 
errors, for man, whether he be laborer, capitalist, 
professional man, student, politician—man, woman 
or child—all stand in exactly the same place and 
with exactly the same need before God. For each 
individual there is but one hope, the atoning work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. For every single person 
there is one primary problem, that of sin in their 
own lives, and there is but one solution, provided 
by the Son of God on Calvary. 





We wonder if we ourselves have not greatly 
complicated the “problem” of reaching the laboring 
man, For the only way he, and all others across our 
nation and across the world, can be reached, is with 
the glorious but simple Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
There are many ways of preaching the Gospel, but 
there is but one Gospel. There are many social and 
educational levels, as men regard such things, but 
all men stand equally in need before God and all 
must be reduced to the same level of personal re- 
pentance, confession and faith toward His Son. 


lf we, as a church, will return to the simplicity 
of the eternal Gospel of our Lord, preaching and 
living it in and by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
there will be no problem: “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God,’—“For the wages 
of sin 1s death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,’—‘Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must 


be saved.” -~-L.N.B. 
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“Calvin Said ...”’ 
(On The Interpretation Of Scripture) 


“Origen, and many others along with him, have 
seized the occasion of torturing Scripture, in every 
possible manner, away from the true sense. They 
concluded that the literal sense is too mean and poor 
and that, under the outer bark of the letter, there 
lurk deeper mysteries, which cannot be extracted 
but by beating out allegories. And this they had no 
difficulty in accomplishing; for speculations which 
appear to be ingenious have always been preferred, 
and always will be preferred, by the world to solid 
doctrine. 


‘Scripture, they say, is fertile, and thus produces 
a variety of meanings. I acknowledge that Scripture 
is a most rich and inexhaustible fountain of all wis- 
dom; but I deny that its fertility consists in the 
various meanings which any man, at his pleasure, 
may assign. Let us know, then, that the true mean- 
ing of Scripture is the natural and obvious mean- 
ing; and let us embrace and abide by it resolutely. 
Let us not only neglect as doubtful, but boldly set 
aside as deadly corruptions, those pretended ex- 
positions, which lead us away from the natural 
meaning.’ ’* 


We may feel inclined to smile a little at Calvin's 
insistence upon the “natural and obvious meaning” 
of Scripture, especially in view of the fact that there 
can be such sharp differences of opinion as to pre- 
cisely what is the natural and obvious meaning. But 
the point is that Calvin recognized that there could 
be such differences and in his interpretation of Scrip- 
ture constantly referred to others who had interpre- 
ted it differently. As he saw it, earnest Christian 
students could differ as to what they thought the 
natural and obvious meaning was, but no true Chris- 
tian had the right deliberately to assign another 
meaning to some passage of Scripture, other than 
that which seemed to him the obvious meaning, 
simply because some captivating or original thought 
might thereby be drawn from the passage. 


*From the Commentary on Galatians 4:22. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Anti-Diluvians 


(This is the fifth article in the series by J. V.N. 
Talmage, B.E.) 


The Much Abused Law 
Of Uniformitarianism 


Many of the readers have probably never heard 
of what Prof. Chas. Schuchert called the “PHILo- 
SOPHICAL DoctrRINE OF UNIFORMITARIANISM.” As 
usual he claims his explanation of it is accepted by 
“all learned men.”” When the law is correctly ex- 
plained, all will agree that we have always acted 
as if it were true. Whether for practical or scientific 
purposes, we naturally assume that the same 
natural laws which we see in force today were just 
as valid a million years ago. For instance, we think 
of the speed of light as being the same then as now, 
that water had the same boiling and freezing points 
in relation to pressure, that meteorological laws must 
have operated the same then as now, that gravity 
and centrifugal forces must have been computable 
by the same formulas as at present, and that the 
half-lives of isotopes were constant throughout the 
ages. This is the true law of uniformitarianism, and 
is scientific and not philosophical. The acceptance 
of such a law in no way denies the intervention of 
Providence. 


When I explained the scientific background of 
the Garden of Eden and the Flood to a recent 
recipient of his doctorate at Duke University, he 
claimed my theory was wrong because it was con- 
trary to the law of uniformitarianism. He, however, 
was referring to the philosophical law, not the 
scientific. This perversion of the true law has been 
made to nullify God’s Word. No geologist ever 
saw a mountain rise (and he should be thankful 
he did not), but he has measured the small vertical 
movements of the earth today, and so he concludes 
from his own personal experience that all mountain 
building must have been slow, perhaps at the rate 
of a few centimeters a century. He then shuts his 
eyes to phenomena that are contrary to this obser- 
vation of speed, and proclaims the dogma of slow- 
motion, but calls it uniformitarianism. Why does 
he do this? He wishes to quash the theory that God 
interferes in nature. 


This is the story of the origin of the dogma. Over 
a century ago Cuvier and others claimed that moun- 
tains rose in great cataclysms, but not knowing any 
reason for the phenomena, attributed it to a special 
providence of God. His opponents were appalled at 
the thought of God’s interference in nature and 
to prevent Cuvier’s doctrine from spreading in- 
vented the slow-motion philosophy to invalidate 
cataclysms and to keep God out, but misnamed it 
“Uniformitarianism.”” Such a burlesque is worthy 
of a comedian! 


MARCH 11,1953 





The Christian finds the providence of God just 
as much in the smooth running of nature as in its 
catastrophes, and normally, unless there seems some 
special reason, he assumes that natural events wheth- 
er fast or slow conform to the laws of the Creator. 
As Christians we unequivocally reject the limiting 
dogma of slow-motion, and with open minds pray 
our God to show us more of how he rules his uni- 
verse, 


In all this discussion we may seem to have strayed 
far from our purpose of explaining the ante-diluvian 
period, but we will have need again and again to 
refer to this twentieth century anomaly. For as 
ignorant Polynesians have been kept in fear by 
taboos, so learned atheistic American scientists are 
chained by dogmas in the same manner. If they 
could break the bonds of their own philosophy, they 
would find the unknown cause of the glacial ages 
tomorrow. Only in Christ can men be truly free, 
whether ancient savage, or modern scholar. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 22 


In The Shadow Of The Cross 


Background Scripture: Matthew 26. De- 
votional Reading: John 10:7-18. 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Cross was no surprise to Jesus; He lived all His life in the Shadow of the Cross, for He was the 
Lamb of God Who should take away the sin of the world. He had been telling His disciples of the coming 


tragedy, but they were slow of heart to understand. 


Peter reacted in a manner that might well express the 


feeling of all: Not so, Lord, this shall never be unto thee. In John 10:7-18 Jesus is describing Himself as 
the Good Shepherd; the Good Shepherd layeth down His life for the sheep; I lay down my life, that I 


might take it again. Our Topic, In the Shadow of 
the Cross, is a good way to bind all the events of 
the chapter together, for this Shadow falls on every- 
thing in the chapter. 


I. The Shadow of the Cross Falls on 
the Chief Priests and Elders: 1-5; 47-68. 


The chapter starts with them, these enemies of 
Jesus, as they plot to take Him and kill Him. They 
said, not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar 
among the people. “The point is the last statement: 
arrest and kill but not at the festival, not until the 
seven days of the celebration are over, and the fes- 
tival pilgrims are gone, not until we say so, when 
we think it safe. On the very same evening, per- 
haps at the very same hour and moment, Jesus says 
‘It will start Thursday night;’ and the Sanhedrin 
says, ‘It shall start a week later.’ God rules even 
in the midst of his enemies. That Jesus should die, 
how, where, and just when, is entirely God’s de- 
cision and not at all the decision of Christ’s deadly 
foes. - - - The thought is tremendous in every way. 
It is Matthew alone who brings these two decisions 
into vital connection.” (Lenski). 


Then in verse 47 the story of the chief priests 
and elders is resumed. Judas had made his bargain 
with them, and had gone forth from the Upper 
Room to complete his treacherous act. He comes 
with a great multitude from the chief priests and 
elders and betrays his Master with a kiss. John 
tells us that when Jesus said, “I am he,” they went 
backward and fell to the ground (John 18:6). He 
had said, No man taketh it from me, I lay it down 
of myself. One of those which were with Him took 
a sword and cut off the ear of a servant of the high 
priest. Jesus healed the man and said, Put up again 
thy sword into his place: for all they that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword. Thinkest thou 
that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall 
presently give me more than twelve legions of 
angels? He then allows the mob to take Him and 
lead Him away to Annas, and then to Caiaphas. 


‘They sought false witnesses, but could find none 
except the two who said, This fellow said, | am 
able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it 
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again in three days. (See John 2:19). Jesus was 
referring, of course, to the temple of His body, and 
to His resurrection. Then the high priest asked 
Jesus on oath to say whether He was the Christ, 
the Son of God. When Jesus answered in the af- 
firmative Caiaphas, with great show, rent his clothes 
and said, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further 
need have we of witnesses ? 


The whole trial—mockery of a trial, we should 
say—is the most shameful and despicable fact of 
Jewish history. It is hard to see why any fair-minded 
Jew can think otherwise. It reminds in some ways 
of the “trials” which are constantly taking place in 
Russia and Communist-dominated countries where 
innocent men are tortured and drugged until they 
are ready to “confess” to anything. In Jesus’ case 
there was no “confession,” but the simple assertion 
of His Messiahship and Deity. It was followed by 
the insulting treatment recorded in verse 67 which 
is even worse than most of the Russian trials: “Then 
did they spit in His face, and buffeted Him; and 
others smote Him with the palms of their hands.” 


So the Shadow of the Cross, and the shame and 
disgrace of it, falls on these Jewish leaders and on 
the entire Jewish nation, and rests upon them even 
until now. 


Il. The Shadow of the Cross falls 
on the Home at Bethany: 6-13. 


Of all the homes that Jesus visited, this one at 
the little village of Bethany was probably the most 
loved. There seem to have been four members of 
this family which was so devoted to Jesus; Simon, 
the leper (thought to be the husband of Martha), 
Martha, Mary, and their brother Lazarus. 


It was Mary who came with the precious box 
of ointment and anointed Jesus. That she under- 
stood better than most of His disciples the coming 
death of Jesus is shown in verse 12: “For in that 
she hath poured this ointment on my body she did 
it for my burial.’’ Perhaps the reason for her better 
understanding was her listening more often and 
closely to His words as she sat at His feet. 
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Her loving deed met with criticism on the part 
of the disciples, more particularly Judas who was 
the treasurer of the band. ““To what purpose is this 
waste? For this ointment might have been sold for 
much, and given to the poor.” Jesus defends Mary, 
and promises that wherever the Gospel is preached, 
her deed shall be told as a memorial of her. 


III. The Shadow of the Cross 
Falls on the Disciples. 


1. It falls on Judas as he goes to the chief priests 
and makes his infamous bargain with them for 
thirty pieces of silver. “And from that time he 
sought opportunity to betray Him.” It darkens him 
again in the upper room when he said, Master, is it 
[, and Jesus said in reply, Thou hast said. It falls 
upon him again as he leads the band to take Jesus, 
and came to Him saying, Hail, Master, and kissed 
Him. To finish his tragic story we have to turn to 
the next chapter and read: “And he cast down the 
pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and 
went and hanged himself.” 


2. It falls on the whole band of disciples as they 


gather in the upper room to keep the Passover. He 
had made secret preparation for the keeping of this 
feast, sending two of His disciples to the city to 
“such a man,” and say unto him, the Master saith, 
“My time is at hand: I will keep the passover at 
thy house with my disciples.” Here, as they were 
eating He said to them, Verily I say unto you one 
of you shall betray me, and each of them began to 
enquire Lord, is it 1? Jesus designates the traitor; 
He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the 
same shall betray me. 


The shadow of the cross hangs dark and heavy 
over the Institution of the Lord’s Supper which 
follows the Passover. This is my body; this is my 
blood, said the Master as He bade them eat and 
drink in memory of Him. He warns them; All of 
vou shall be offended; and when Peter boastingly 
says, I will never be offended, Jesus warns him of 
his coming denial, This night, before the cock crow 
thou shalt deny me thrice. Peter said unto him, 
Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny 
thee. Likewise also said all the disciples. How 
little we know these weak human hearts of ours! 
Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall. How dark is the shadow as we read these 
words in verse 56: Then all the disciples forsook 
him and fled! 


3. The shadow falls in a special manner on Peter 
who had boasted of his loyalty. We have seen some- 
thing of his self-confidence; now we see him fall. 
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He follows to the judgment hall and there three 
times denies his Master. The chapter closes with 
his bitter tears as he remembers too late the words 
of Jesus, Before the cock crow thou shalt deny me 
thrice. 


IV. The Shadow of the Cross 
Falls on Jesus. 


As we said in the beginning of this lesson, Jesus 
lived His whole life in the shadow of the cross. In 
the events of this chapter this shadow was hanging 
over Him as well as all the others: He was under 
this shadow in the home at Bethany; while He was 
rebuking the chief priests and elders, and in a par- 
ticular way, when He kept the Passover and insti- 
tuted the Lord’s Supper, which was to be a Memo- 
rial to His death. 


In no other place, expect on Calvary itself, do 
we feel the gloom of this shadow as we behold it in 
the Garden of Gethsemane where He is betrayed, 
taken by the mob and carried off after His suffering 
and prayers. 


He took his disciples, eleven of them, to this 
Garden where He was accustomed to go and where 
Judas knew that he would find Him. He left all 
but three with the injunction, Sit ye here while I 
go and pray yonder. 


Taking with Him Peter, James, and John, He 
goes further into the garden. Hear His words, “My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death: tarry 
ve here and watch with Me.” He falls on His face 
on the ground, in prayer: O My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless 
not as I will ,but as thou wilt. That earnest prayer, 
and His soul’s deep sorrow tell us something of the 
bitterness of the cup which was being pressed to 
His lips. He was tasting death for every man; He 
was drinking the cup filled with the sins of the 
world. One death is bitter; how terribly bitter is 
this tasting death for all of us! One sin is bitter; 
how bitter was the sins of the world! 


Three times He makes this pitiful prayer. We 
are told in the Book of Hebrews, (see Hebrews 
5:7) that it was with strong crying and tears that 
He prayed thus in the Garden. The cup was not 
removed, but He was given strength to drink it to 
the bitter dregs. I heard one of our best preachers 
say that he thought Jesus suffered more in the Gar- 
den than on the cross and it would seem that this 
was the case. 


He comes back to find his disciples sleeping. ‘The 
first time He reproves them, saying: What, could 
ye not watch with Me one hour? The third time 
He said, sleep on now and take your rest: behold 
the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is betrayed 
into the hands of sinners. The Shadow in Gethsem- 
ane was indeed dark and heavy! 
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Winsome Oneness 


WorsHip PROGRAM: 
Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
Scripture: Romans 12:1-21 
Prayer 
Offering 
Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

There are partnerships that exist without real 
harmony ; marriages that endure without real under- 
standing; afhliations that continue though there is 
no real unity. There are many circumstances in 
which people “get together” without there being 
any “winsome oneness.’”’ We've had trouble in our 
armed forces in establishing unity, though the ser- 
vices are under one commander-in-chief, and all 
belong to one fighting force. There is a difference 
between “getting together’ and “being one.” Let’s 
consider what factors are necessary in the matter 
of our being one within the Church of Jesus Christ. 


First Speaker 

First, let us consider the broad view of the vari- 
ous churches which make up the Church as we see 
it today. There are many denominations as we well 
know, and in a number of instances, different 
branches within the denominations. There are many 
who deplore this fact, and they are crying, “Let’s 
get together!” Reference is made to the fact that 
our Lord prayed that all might be one, and the 
movement is on to establish ultimately one great, 
world church. Two basic facts are being overlooked. 
One: “Oneness” is not established by simply getting 
together. Two: There is already an existing ‘“one- 
ness” among those in all churches who have truly 
been saved. If all the groups within any given de- 
nomination were to be bound together by an or- 
ganizational union, and all the denominations were 
to join hands and become a great world church, it 
would not insure harmony in any sense of the word. 
The great variety of emphases within the different 
groups would ultimately appear, and the differences 
would result in division. It is a little like grand- 
father and grandmother, father and mother, chil- 
dren and grandchildren, trying to live in the same 
house. It makes for trouble. It is better to live apart. 
It is still one family, but room is left for personality 
differences and development. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

It seems foolish to try and pour everyone into 
the same mould when there are so many differences 
to be settled. Many of the existing differences are 
with regard to church government, policies of ad- 
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ministration within the church, and just general 
differences of opinion. “Getting together” is not 
nearly so important as “being one,” so let’s con- 
sider that thought for a few moments. 


Second Speaker 

Our first speaker mentioned an existing ‘“‘oneness” 
among all true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This truth is of tremendous significance in consider- 
ing the situation within the church family today. 
We could very easily succeed in establishing a world 
church without accomplishing anything of spiritual 
worth if we ignore the fact that all true believers 
are already one in the Lord Jesus Christ. We do 
not have to get together. We are already together! 
“. . Many members in one body, . . . one body in 
Christ, and every one members one of another.” 
This glorious oneness reaches across denominational 
boundaries (they are not “barriers” as some would 
have us believe, but are simply “boundaries’’), ut- 
terly disregards race or color, knows no distinction 
of class or culture, and is a heart-warming reality 
to all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
In the words of John: “We know that we have 
passed from death unto life because we love the 
brethren.”” True believers in Christ do not allow 
differences of opinion to make a difference in their 
fellowship. We'll never get our heads together on 
a great many things. Wise and godly men have 
differed in their opinions and will continue to differ. 
But our hearts already beat as one, as in them the 
love of God is shed abroad by the Spirit who made 
us one in Christ. O that we might cease to magnify 
our differences by trying to reconcile them, and 
that we might magnify the oneness by exalting Him 
in whom we are already one. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

It is better to have fellowship apart from organi- 
zational union, than to get together without com- 
plete agreement. It means the sacrifice of convic- 
tions, or the pretence of accord where differences 
still exist. One leads to loss of spiritual power, and 
the other to ultimate division. There is a “unity of 
the Spirit in the bonds of peace” which is real 
among all who are of “like precious faith.” This is 
the important thing. But how may we manifest this 
unity, while maintaining different organizations and 
branches of the church. Perhaps our third speaker 
has the answer. 


Third Speaker 

There are a number of ways in which our unity 
may be indicated, even while our differences are 
recognized and allowed to remain. A negative ap- 
proach would be to stop trying to force everyone 
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to get together, and stop accusing them of being 
contentious and non-cooperative just because they 
think the movement unwise. A positive approach 
would be to emphasize the basic truths which are 
essential to historic Christianity, and which con- 
stitute the consistent and united testimony of be- 
lievers in all ages. We must stand together on the 
Divine inspiration and authority of the Word of 
God as recorded in the Old and New Testaments. 
We must unitedly proclaim the Deity of Jesus 
Christ as the only begotten Son of God who is one 
with the Father and the Spirit. We must lift our 
voices together and proclaim the efficacy of His 
atoning sacrifice, declaring to the world that the 
blood of the Saviour avails for sinners. We must 
rejoice as one in the glorious truth of His bodily 
resurrection, knowing that because He lives we 
shall live also. We must together give witness to a 
lost and dying world that Christ died for sinners, 
inviting them in His name to be reconciled to God, 
for the ministry of every and all true believers is 
the “ministry of reconciliation."” We must walk 
together in the obedience of faith, in ways of 
rightousness, purity and truth, as those who are in- 
deed one in the Lord Jesus Christ, that the world 
may believe that the Father sent the Son to ac- 
complish the work of redemption, reconciling men 
to God. If to these basic truths we bear united wit- 
ness; if in love we together seek to win men unto 
God; if in righteousness we walk before God and 
men, there will be among believers, regardless of 
differences of opinion, a “winsome oneness” that 
will win some to the One in Whom we are one! 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

While the Marines were landing at Iwo Jima, 
the Navy was ferrying troops and supplies and 
bombarding the installations ashore, and the Air 
Corps was giving ground support. Different 
branches of service, with one objective, and all 
were serving under one flag! All believers in Christ, 
regardless of their “branch,” are carrying the bat- 
tle to the enemy, seeking to win men to Christ, and 
all are serving under one blood-stained banner, the 
Cross of Jesus Christ. What could be more win- 
some than a oneness that is greater than our differ- 
ences, that joins us together in love? Let’s make 
this “winsome oneness’? count for Christ as we put 
on the armour of God, endure hardness as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ, and show forth the praise 
ot Him who has called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. 
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Church News 








Cousar Somerville 


The Board of World Missions of the Presbyteri- 
an Church U. S. at its February meeting appointed 
new missionaries to serve in Korea, Africa, and 
Japan. Three of the appointments were for special 
three year terms. 


Rev. Robert W. Cousar, Jr., of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee has been appointed for evangelistic work. 
His field of service is yet to be determined. Mr. 
Cousar was born in Portsmouth, Virginia but took 
his school work in Chattanooga. He is a graduate 
of the University of Chattanooga and of Columbia 
Theological Seminary. He has completed his resi- 
dence work on his Ph.D. at the University of Edin- 
burgh in Scotland and will submit his dissertation 
this spring. He served for three years in the Air 
Force during the War. He has served as Assistant 
Pastor and Chapel Minister of the First Presby- 
terian Church in Decatur, Alabama. He will at- 
tend the Appointee’s School at Montreat this sum- 
mer and be ready to go to the field in the fall. 


Mr. John Somerville of Barnardsville, North 
Carolina has been appointed for evangelistic service 
in Korea. A native of Cuthriesville, South Carolina, 
Mr. Somerville is a graduate Cum Laude of Pres- 
byterian College and will graduate from Columbia 
Theological Seminary this spring. He has worked 
in the Brittain’s Cove Presbyterian Church of Wea- 
verville, North Carolina. Between his Junior and 
Senior year at the Seminary he served a clinical year 
in the First Presbyterian Church of Gadsden, Ala- 
bama. At present he is a Student Supply Pastor of 
the Ward Memorial Presbyterian Church in Gads- 
den. Mr. Somerville is a member of the Dillingham 
Presbyterian Church of Barnardsville, North Caro- 
lina and will be ordained in June by the Asheville 
Presbytery. After his training this summer at Mon- 
treat he will go to the field. 


Mr. Charles Arthur Sthreshley, a native of Hope- 
well, Virginia, has been appointed to evangelistic 
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Sthreshley 






Board Of World Missions 


Appoints New Missionaries 





Mr. and Mrs. Guy S. Mitchell 


service in Africa. Mr. Sthreshley’s wife, the former 
Miss Florence Moore, has already served one term 
as a missionary in Africa. Mr. Sthreshley is a grad- 
uate of King College and has attended the Biblical 
Seminary in New York. He will graduate this 
spring from Union Seminary in Richmond. He 
served in the Army for three years during the war. 
He has served as a Director of Youth in Drewry’s 
Bluff Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia. 
A member of West End Presbyterian Church of 
Hopewell, Virginia, Mr. Sthreshley plans to be or- 
dained by East Hanover Presbytery in the summer. 
The Sthreshleys have one daughter. He will attend 
the Appointee’s School in Montreat this summer. 


Miss Madge Rice of Memphis, Tennessee has 
served three years as a short term worker in our 
Congo Mission where she has been the secretary to 
the Business Manager. She has now been appointed 
for another three year term. She is a member of the 
Idlewild Presbyterian Church in Memphis. 


Mr. and Mrs. Guy S. Mitchell of El Dorado, 
Arkansas have also been appointed as short term 
workers to serve in Japan. They will serve in an 
educational and business capacity at Shikoku Chris- 
tian College. Mr. Mitchell is at present the Chief 
Chemist of the Lion Oil Company Chemical Divi- 
sion in E] Dorado. He is an elder in the First Pres- 
byterian Church there. Mrs. Mitchell, who is a 
Phi Beta Kappa and former teacher, is also a mem- 
ber of the First Presbyterian Church in El Dorado 
where she is President of the Women of the Church. 
The Mitchells will be ready to go to the field in 
about six months, 
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The United Evangelistic 
Campaign In Hopewell, Va. 


Revival has visited the city of Hopewell in the 
first United Evangelistic Campaign in over twenty- 
five years. It is the feeling of most spiritual people 
in this city that the entire community has been 
lifted closer to God, that the moral consciousness 
has been sharpened, that churches have been 
strengthened, that God has brought to us all a great 
blessing. 





When the idea was first suggested, many of the 
pastors were skeptical, but when the meeting began 
to get under way, all of the pastors, almost without 





exception, responded wholeheartedly. Fourteen 

different churches cooperated, representing Baptist, 
Presbyterian, Holiness, Brethren, Methodist, Chris- 
tian and Church of God. 


Capacity crowds filled the High School Audi- 
torium each evening, ranging in size from 800-1300 
or 1400. Because of the small seating capacity of the 
Auditorium, the stage, formerly a gymnasium, was 
used for the overflow crowds. On two Sunday nights 
people were turned away, unable to get into the 
Auditorium. The crowds consistently increased 
throughout the entire extent of the meeting. Even 
the Sunday afternoon meetings drew crowds of 


600-800. 


More than 500 decisions were made, of which 
300 confessed conversion for the first time. The 
evangelist dealt with each one of these people per- 
sonally in a very thorough manner and the records 
were turned over to the pastors. The evangelist 
emphasized very strongly the necessity of each per- 
son lining up with the church and urged all the 
pastors to give opportunity in the Sunday services 








each week for the people to unite with the church. 
Between 100 and 200 people united with the 
| churches of the city. 


Martin’s preaching was forceful, dynamic, and 
scriptural. He preached every night for a decision. 
There was nothing sensational or objectionable 
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about the preaching or the way in which the meet- 
ing was conducted. The expense budget of almost 
$2,400 was raised quite easily and generous offer- 
ings were given to the song leader and the evan- 
gelist without any strain or pressure. 


In preparation for the meetings, more than 100 
people participated actively on the various commit- 
tees. More than 100 prayer meetings were organ- 
ized in some 25 different districts throughout the 
city, attended by a total of more than 1,000 people 
in the two weeks previous to the meeting. There 
was whole-hearted cooperation in all of the ac- 
tivities in preparation for the meeting. 


Only Heaven can record the ultimate results but 
so far as can be seen now, the city of Hopewell was 
definitely lifted, the churches were strengthened 
and the Christians encouraged, beside the many 
souls that were saved. Many thousands in this city 
are grateful to God for sending Eddie Martin and 
his party to the city of Hopewell. 


At the close of the two weeks United Evangelis- 
tic Campaign, a week of evangelistic services was 
held in the West End Presbyterian Church. The 
evangelist was Rev. C. W. Solomon of Montreat, 
North Carolina. Mr. and Mrs. Orin Simmerman 
conducted special music for this week of services. 
Large crowds, with great numbers of young people 
filled the Church auditorium every night. As a 
visible result of these meetings, forty people united 
with the West End Church on the last night of the 


meeting. 
Southwest Georgia Presbytery 
News Notes 


The Rev. A. Hubert Rust has been received into 
Southwest Georgia Presbytery and a Commission 
appointed to install him as pastor at Cairo. 


Candidate A. W. Buchanan has been dismissed 
to Augusta-Macon Presbytery and will become pas- 
tor at Fort Valley, Ga., upon his graduation from 
Columbia Seminary in May. 
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A new church was organized in Albany on Feb- 
ruary the first to be known as Westminster. The 
new church was developed by the Rev. J. T. N. 
Keels who came to the field last September. Meet- 
ings are held in a school building but plans are 
made to erect a building soon. There were 100 
names on the charter list. The church was spon- 
sored by the First Church of Albany. 


Pelham and Elmodel Churches have been formed 
into a group and are being served by Joseph Scruggs, 
a Senior at Columbia Seminary. He has been called 
as pastor and will be ordained and installed when 
he graduates. 


The Rev. N. G. Barron has been received from 
Pee Dee Presbytery and arrangements made to in- 
stall him as pastor at Americus. 


The Rev. Frank C. King of Overland, Missouri, 
has been called to the pastorate of the First Church 
of Valdosta. 


The Memorial Church of Columbus gave a recep- 
tion in honor of Rev. David E. Boozer, and his 
family, just before they left to begin work with 
Parkview Church in Marietta. Many appreciative 
words were spoken of the fine work the Boozers 
had done while in Columbus. The officers of the 
church presented Mr. Boozer a wrist watch and a 
purse of money. The congregation presented the 
family two beautiful lamps. 


Southern Section Of The Evangelical 
Theological Society To Meet 
In Chattanooga, Tenn. 


This is to announce the first annual meeting of 
the Southern Section of the Evangelical Theological 
Society, and to solicit your prayerful interest and 
attendance. You may already be a member of E. 
T. S. and know something of how God has blessed 
Bible believing teachers and students thus uniting 
for stimulation and fellowship. If not, I am enclos- 
ing literature of the Society so you may gain a bet- 
ter idea of its nature and activities. The doctrinal 
basis is simple: ““The Bible alone and the Bible in 
its entirety, is the Word of God written, and there- 
fore inerrant in the autographs;” but the past has 
shown that on such a foundation born again Chris- 
tians, though differing on certain matters, can share 
their researches with profit for all. 


At the last national meeting, moreover, the value 
of these gatherings was felt to be so great that it 
was voted to hold similar regional meetings in 1953, 
so that more conservatives could be reached and 
participate. | was elected to the Southern chairman- 
ship and would like to present you with the sched- 
ule for our Section that has been worked out. 


Dates: Friday afternoon and evening, and Sat- 
urday morning, March 20 and 21. 


PLACE: Southeastern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, 1902 Bailey Ave., Chattanooga 4, Tenn. 
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ProGRAM: Papers on theological topics as sub- 
mitted, E. T. S. business, and a banquet address. 


ENTERTAINMENT: Free meals, graciously pro- 
vided by Tennessee Tempie College and Southeast- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary; but there is 
good, reasonable lodging at the Y. M. C. A. 

—Barton Payne. 





BOOKS 


“The Dawn Of World Redemption” 
“The Triumph Of The Crucified” 





By Erich Sauer. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00 each. 


‘The Dawn of World Redemption” is a survey 
of the history of salvation in the Old Testament. 
The author is director of the Bible School in the 
Rhineland. He presents the history of Revelation 
very largely from the Dispensational standpoint. 


The writer approaches the study of Scripture 
with the proper attitude. He writes, “Whosoever 
wishes to peer into God’s secrets must be adorned 
with the three-fold ornaments of humility, rever- 
ence, and faith; and when these are found, the soul 
can restfully commit to the Most High all matters 
not revealed.” He has great respect for the author- 
ity of the Lord Jesus. He tells us, “The history of 
salvation stands or falls—nay, it stands with the 
authority of the Lord Jesus. It is an undeniable 
fact that Christ distinctly acknowledged those por- 
tions of the Old Testament which are most chal- 
lenged, as for example, the literal historicity of 
Adam and Eve (Matt. 19:8), the actual occur- 
rence of the Flood (Matt. 24:37, 38), and the 
miraculous experience of the prophet Jonah ( Matt. 
12:39, 40). More striking is his acknowledgment 
of the book of Daniel; for from this very book, to- 
day so much attacked by unbelief, he took the chief 
designation of his own Person (“Son of Man,” 
Dan. 7:13, 14; Matt. 26:64). Indeed it was that 
with this book he linked Himself by the only oath 
he ever took (Matt. 26:63, 64; cf. Matt. 24:15). 
Again he states, “Faith in the Holy Scripture as the 
Divine Revelation and in its indestructible author- 
ity is therefore no mechanical idolization of the 
letter and no small-minded unchristian bondage 
thereto but has on its side the greatest spiritual 
personalities of salvation’s history including even 
Christ Himself, the Son of God.” 


The author holds to the organic interpretation 
of Scripture. It is expressed in this statement, “The 
Bible as the record of salvation is one complete 
whole, an organism throbbing with life and a system 
of prophecy wrought out in history according to 
plan.” Proceeding from this point of view, the 
author deals in all seriousness with the historical 
unity of the Bible and seeks to review the Biblical 
plan of history and the development of mankind as 
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they are therein represented from God’s point of 
view in their harmonious variety, their cosmic uni- 
versality, and their progressive ordering. 


“The Triumph of The Crucified” is a survey of 
historical revelation in the New Testament. Dr. A. 
Rendle Short, professor of Surgery of the Univer- 
sity of Bristol, has a foreword to this volume and in 
it he describes this book as follows: “A vast body 
of Christian doctrine is included, arranged in his- 
torical order, beginning with the Incarnation, the 
person of our Lord, His death and resurrection, the 
work of St. Paul, and the character of the church. 
The writer then passes to the signs of the Second 
Coming and a very full description of the Old and 
New Testament teaching about the reign of Christ 
on earth. The concluding chapters deal with the 
Last Judgment and the Eternal State.” 


Dr. Sauer has described this volume as “an at- 
tempt in an outlined drawing of the Divine unfold- 
ing of the redemption of the world culminating in 
the heavenly Jerusalem . . . Out of all the darkness 
of time our gaze will be directed to the sunrise out 
of eternity to the victory of the cause of Christ and 
the glorious future of His Church and our hearts 
shall rejoice over the plans of His love and as we 
march on through the world with its crises and 
catastrophes, we shall know that ‘light must ever 
rise to the righteous,’ that ‘the path of the righteous 
is as a brilliant light of the dawn which shines ever 
clearer until the height of day.’ ” 


These two volumes are not written for casual 
reading. They are written for careful study. They 
are books, as Dr. Short tells us, “To buy, to keep, 
to refer to again and again when need arises.” 


Proponents of the Reformed Faith will certainly 
not subscribe to all of Dr. Sauer’s presuppositions 
or interpretations, but they can find helpful in- 
sights and fruitful suggestions in every chapter. 


—John R. Richardson. 





“Jesus Christ And His Cross” 


By F. W. Dillistone. Westminster Press, Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.50. 


Dr. Dillistone is a well known writer in the 
field of soteriology. This volume is a companion to 
his former work, “The Significance of the Cross.” 
It contains eight suggestive chapters on the saving 
work of Christ. The author is convinced that Chris- 
tianity revolves around the Cross. “Nothing,” he 
tells us, “has a right to the name ‘Christian’ that 
is contrary to or incompatible with all that this 
symbol represents.” 


We cannot follow Dr. Dillistone in all of his 
interpretations. For example, on page 23, he has 
written, “Whether he was actually conscious of 
His Messiahship or not, He must have believed 
that He had some God-given task to fulfill.” This 
Statement was written in regard to our Lord’s 
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temptation in the wilderness. We reject the im- 
plication that our Lord might not have been con- 
scious of His Messiahship at this time. On page 85 
the writer states, “In the first place, it needs to be 
said with all possible emphasis, that to interpret 
sacrifice solely or even primarily in terms of pro- 
pitiation, appeasement, or penal offering, is to go 
contrary both to the Biblical revelation and to the 
deepest religious instincts of mankind.” We cannot 
concur with the latter part of this statement. Our 
Westminster standards teach us that Christ’s death 
was primarily to satisfy Divine justice and reconcile 
us unto God. Since we hold to the Westminster 
declaration, we are compelled to disagree with this 
contemporary theologian. 


Although there are points of disagreement which 
we have to register concerning certain positions held 
by the author, this reviewer must be fair, and there- 
fore would like to state that there are a number of 
excellent insights presented in this volume that 
would be helpful to any Christian preacher. The 
chapters on “The Sin Bearer’ and “The Great 
High Priest” will reward anyone who desires a 
fresh appoach to the atoning work of Jesus Christ 
on the Cross. We fully concur in his concluding 
words, ““The Cross is more wonderful than all we 
can ever say about it. The Cross makes greater de- 
mands upon us than we can ever fulfill. Our only 
consolation is that the Cross holds out to us a suc- 
cor wider than we can ever imagine or exhaust.” 


—John R. Richardson. 


“Hebrews” 


By Walter C. Wright, Moody Press. Price—$2.50. 


This is an unusual exegesis of the book of He- 
brews. Written in lucid style and popular manner 
by a certified public accountant of Los Angeles, this 
book will interest business men and other lay Chris- 
tians as well as ministers. The author clarifies sev- 
eral disputed passages in the epistle. No important 
theme is skirted. The explanations are clear and the 
reader cannot fail to be enlightened. 


“What New Doctrine Is This?” 


By Bob Shuler, Sword of the Lord Publishers. 
Price—$2.00. 


Dr. Shuler is pastor of the large Trinity Methodist 
Church of Los Angeles, California. He is known as 
a strong and scriptural preacher of the unadulter- 
ated gospel. 


Here in this volume Dr. Shuler presents twelve 
messages all based on the Bible and written in pop- 
ular style. This series of sermons deals with the 
great beliefs of the Church. They set forth the de- 
structiveness of sin and the redemption of Christ in 
unforgettable language. Each of these sermons is 


designed to rouse lethargic church members and to 
help individuals find a new life in Christ. 
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NOT ONE 


After all these years, the proponents of union with the other 
Presbyterian bodies have yet to produce one argument for 
union which outweighs the multitude of arguments against it. 





We are for unity and believe there are many fields of unity in 
the work which can profitably be extended. But, union is not 
necessary for unity and it can destroy it. 


We are for the preservation of our Church because its ab- 
sorption into a greatly enlarged organization would destroy 
many of the most effective and efficient avenues of service along 
which we are now working. 


Nowhere more than in the Church is centralization of power 
and authority more to be deplored. Even the most ardent advo- 
cates of union view this inevitable result of union with con- 
siderable misgivings. 


Everything the advocates of union desire can be effected by 
some form of federation with other Prsebyterian bodies. But, 
if our own work and our testimony is destroyed by a gigantic 
merger, in which we will be but a small minority, it will be but 
a tragic offering on the altar of an ill-advised theory—the 
theory that the witness of the Church depends for its power on 
numbers. 


Have you seen “The Reason Why?” Order a sample copy 
or 100 copies for $4.00. The third printing, 20,000 copies, is now 
in the press. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. ——- Weaverville, N. C. 
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